Saline Lake Game and Fish Preserve Commission

P. O. Box 847, Winnfield, LA 71483

Meeting Date: October 26, 2023
Time: 4:00 PM

Location: Saline Lake Fire Station, Collins Camp Road, Winnfield, LA 71483

________________________________________________________________________

MINUTES
 Call to Order – W. Smith 
 Invocation and Pledge – Wayne Smith
Adopt / Amend Agenda – Motion and second to adopt the agenda, JA, GJ Passed
Adopt previous Meeting Minutes – Motion and second, passed; GB-JA
Introduction of Police Jury Members Present:  None present
Introduction of Wildlife and Fisheries Representatives – W. Smith
Commissioner Reports –
· FINANCIALS – Bank balance -- $14,475.82   CD -- $11,618. 80   Nathan Vercher – JA-NV
· LAWLF Interface – J. Atherton (see attached)

· LADOTD Dam Inspection / Level Gauge – J. Atherton (see attached)

· Corp of Engineers Vicksburg – J. Atherton (see attached)

· Duck Blind Permitting – W. Smith, see attached.
Commissioner’s Report (Atherton) - WLF Interface - Spraying / Drawdowns / Tree Cutting
JA10/26/23 Updated
· LAWLF Interface:

· Short Term Spraying – Just since July 27, 2023 meeting:

· Contract application and State employed crews
· New 20 day Purchase Order was approved 10/18/23
· Future applications will be scheduled as needed
· Total of 45 treatment operations 777 acres:
· Salvinia Evaluation / Problem Areas
· 36 operations were conducted
·  Total acres treated - 630 acres
· West bank of bay been treated but needs more to be done but water levels are prohibiting access
· Week of 10/16/23 - contractors focused north of the pipeline on boat roads
· Plan is to assess 10/16/23 treatment the week of 10/30/23
· New Cypress Tree Growth –  Buck Brush Growth 

· 9 targeted woody regeneration (buttonbush, cypress, willow, etc.)
· Total acres treated - 147 acres
 
· Long Range Tree Cutting 

· Bo Pepper – 8/18/22 Area surveyed between Mulligan Inn to Coupe Point with WLF.  WLF to update bid status.
· LADOTD Dam Inspection / Level Gauge– J. Atherton

· DOTD annual dam inspection report sent 10/17/23.
· Gauge for dam – to be installed by United States Geological Survey (USGS) via LA Watershed Initiative in 2024

· SWEPCO

· Power to dam completed 7/31/23 (install 2 poles, transformer, and pedestal box within 50 feet of dam walkway).
· DOTD

· DOTD approved location of SWEPCO poles on the dam levee on 9/15/23 and after the fact – even though they had already approved the SWEPCO installation permit.  If pole is ever in need of replacement, DOTD wants the pole moved from current location 15 feet to the Northeast down the levee.
· USGS

· Power at dam would speed up gauge installation

· Gauge is to be no cost to Saline Commission

· Gauge installation is to be no cost to Saline Commission

· Gauge maintenance by USGS is to be no cost to Saline Commission

· Gauge electrical from SWEPCO to gauge on dam face by USGS is to be no cost to Saline Commission

· Might be a question of who would own and pay for the electrical meter and monthly SWEPCO power bill
· USGS is to confirm their intent to install gage per 9/29/23 email.
· Corp of Engineers Vicksburg

· No Corp of Engineering requests for 2023 known by Commission.
Commissioner’s Report (W. Smith) – 10/26/23 

· Duck Blind Permitting

· Rules – no changes since last update

· Spoke with Cole Garrett, attorney for LADWF

· He agreed we had authority to do what we have been doing with respect to duck blind permitting and rules.

· But since they are not LA. Laws, LADWF agents could not enforce. 

· If the Commission agrees we will continue with our process until we are told different.

Permits for 23-24 Hunting season will be issued from Aug.1, 2023 thru Oct 1, 2023
JA motioned and GJ 2nd, passed, for WS to have signing authority at bank
  Old Business
Pipeline repair discussion hinges on lowering lake for 2024

New Business
Election of Officers – Glynn Jones was nominated & voted in as President

Nathan Vercher was nominated & voted in to replace Joe Kelly (deceased)

Pat Todd resigned from Natchitoches appointment duties
Public Comments: .
Adjournment

